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spARO Steering Committee Members 

As of 04/13/2026 

 

 

Shagun  Ajmera, M.Sc. 
Member 
Graduate Student 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
405 N. Mathews Ave. 
Urbana, IL 61801 
United States 
Work Phone: 2178480938 
E-mail: sas22@illinois.edu 
Term: 04/01/2026 - 03/01/2027 
  

Megan Phebe Arnold, B.S. 
Member 
Research Technician 
University of Pittsburgh Medical School 
200 Lothrop St 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 
United States 
Work Phone: 4403138090 
E-mail: mpa22@pitt.edu 
Term: 04/01/2026 - 03/01/2027 
  

Ayden Mykal Chavez, B.S., Ph.D. 
Member 
Ph.D Student 
Creighton University School of Medicine 
2500 California Plaza 
Omaha, NE 68178 
United States 
Work Phone: 402.280.2700 
E-mail: amc83783@creighton.edu 
Term: 04/01/2025 - 03/01/2027 
  

Kevin  Chen, B.A. 
Member 
Medical Student 
Washington University in St. Louis School of 

Medicine 
718 S. Euclid Ave 
Apt 118 
St. Louis, MO 63110 
United States 
Work Phone: 2245786582 
E-mail: kchen9807@gmail.com 
Term: 04/01/2026 - 03/01/2027 
  

Samantha N Davis, Au.D. 
Member 
Graduate Student 
New York University 
NYU Medical Center Science Building 
435 East 30th St 
SB 1158 
New York, NY 10016 
United States 
Work Phone: 7408155968 
E-mail: samantha.davis@nyulangone.org 
Term: 04/01/2025 - 03/01/2027 
  

Rocio  Diaz Horstmann, M.D. 
Member 
Medical Student 
Stanford University, School of Medicine, Dept. of 

Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery 
240 Pasteur Dr. 
Palo Alto, CA 94305 
United States 
Work Phone: 8602943707 
E-mail: ro.horstmann@tum.de 
Term: 04/01/2026 - 03/01/2027 
  

Audrey Claire Drotos, Ph.D. 
Member 
Postdoctoral Fellow 
University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine 
514 S 45th St 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
United States 
Work Phone: 2692527604 
E-mail: audrey.drotos@pennmedicine.upenn.edu 
Term: 04/30/2025 - 03/01/2027 
  

Emily  Fabrizio-Stover, Ph.D., B.A. 
Member 
Post Doctoral Fellow 
Medical University of South Carolina 
39 Sabin Street 
Charleston, SC 29425 
United States 
Work Phone: 860-301-0071 
E-mail: emilyfabriziostover@gmail.com 
Term: 04/30/2025 - 03/01/2027 
  



Page 2 of 3 

Leslie  Gonzales, B.A., M.S. 
Member 
Graduate Student 
University of Rochester Medical Center 
1545 Mount Hope 
Rochester, NY 14620 
United States 
Work Phone: 7739348658 
E-mail: lgonz630@gmail.com 
Term: 04/30/2025 - 03/01/2027 
  

Nilay  Gupta, B.S., M.S., Ph.D. 
Member 
Postdoctoral Scholar 
University Hospitals 
10730 Euclid Avenue 
Apt 804 
CLEVELAND, OH 44106 
United States 
Work Phone: 2169257975 
E-mail: nilaygupta101@gmail.com 
Term: 04/01/2026 - 03/01/2027 
  

Bryce Hubert Hambach, B.S. 
Member 
Medical Student 
Sidney Kimmel Medical College at Thomas Jefferson 

University 
1025 Walnut St. 
#100 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
United States 
Work Phone: 2675779334 
E-mail: bryce.hambach@students.jefferson.edu 
Term: 04/30/2025 - 03/01/2027 
  

Calvin  Kersbergen, M.D., Ph.D. 
Member 
Resident 
Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary 
243 Charles Street 
Boston, MA 02114 
United States 
Work Phone: 2073229573 
E-mail: ckersbergen@meei.harvard.edu 
Term: 04/30/2025 - 03/01/2027 
  

Matheus  Macedo-Lima, Ph.D. 
Member 
Postdoctoral associate 
University of Maryland - College Park 
4094 Campus Dr 
College Park, MD 20742 
United States 
Work Phone: 4133366616 
E-mail: mmacedol@umd.edu 
Term: 04/01/2026 - 03/01/2027 
  

Jessica  MacLean, Others 
Member 
PhD Candidate 
Indiana University 
2721 N Kinser Pike 
Bloomington, IN 47404 
United States 
Work Phone: 317-430-2399 
E-mail: jemaclea@iu.edu 
Term: 04/30/2025 - 03/01/2027 
  

Hiroaki  Mohri, Ph.D., M.D. 
Member 
Postdoctoral Scholar 
Stanford University School of Medicine, Department of 

Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery 
1291 WELCH RD 
Alway Building 
OHNS Room M304 
Stanford, CA 94305 
United States 
Work Phone: +1-650-724-1741 
E-mail: h-mohri@koto.kpu-m.ac.jp 
Term: 04/01/2026 - 03/01/2027 
  

Alyssa  Price, B.A. 
Member 
PhD Student 
Creighton University 
3802 Spectrum Boulevard6550 #210 
Tampa, FL 33612 
United States 
Work Phone: (813) 974-6550 
E-mail: alyssapriceb43@gmail.com 
Term: 04/01/2025 - 03/01/2027 
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Elaea Esme Purmalietis, B.S. 
Member 
Researcher 
University of Minnesota 
75 East River Road 
N218 Elliott Hall 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
United States 
Work Phone: 6126264689 
E-mail: purma008@umn.edu 
Term: 04/01/2026 - 03/01/2027 
  

Rose  Rizzi, B.S. 
Member 
PhD Candidate 
Indiana University 
2631 East Discovery Parkway 
Bloomington, IN 47408 
United States 
Work Phone: 7576030635 
E-mail: rfrizzi@iu.edu 
Term: 04/30/2025 - 03/01/2027 
  

Ilkem  Sevgili, Ph.D., M.Sc., B.Sc. 
Member 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Harvard Medical School, Mass Eye and Ear 
243 Charles St 
Boston, MA 02114 
United States 
Work Phone: 8573186400 
E-mail: isevgili@meei.harvard.edu 
Term: 04/30/2025 - 03/01/2027 
  

Udbhav  Singhal, M.S. 
Member 
Student 
P.J. Safarik University in Kosice, Slovakia 
Medicka 489/6 
Kosice, Kosice 04011 
Slovakia 
Work Phone: +43-677-61176519 
E-mail: udbhav@zoho.eu 
Term: 04/01/2026 - 03/01/2027 
  

Matsya Ruppari Thulasiram, B.Sc. 
Member 
Ph.D Candidate 
University of Toronto 
2075 Bayview Ave 
Toronto, ON M4N 3M5 
Canada 
Work Phone: 16477402514 
E-mail: matsy.t@gmail.com 
Term: 04/30/2025 - 03/01/2027 
  

Stephanie M. Younan, B.S., M.P.H. 
Member 
Medical Student 
University of California - San Francisco 
505 Parnassus Ave. 
San Francisco, CA 94143 
United States 
Work Phone: 8186266271 
E-mail: stephanie.younan@ucsf.edu 
Term: 04/01/2026 - 03/01/2027 
  

Meichan  Zhu, Ph.D., M.D. 
Member 
Dr. 
Division of Balance Disorders, Maastricht University 

Medical Center, School for Mental Health and 

Neuroscience, Maastricht, The Netherlands 
P. Debyelaan 25 Maastricht 
P. Debyelaan 25 
Maastricht, Limburg 6229 HX 
Netherlands 
Work Phone: 31659368931 
E-mail: zhumeichan1988@gmail.com 
Term: 04/01/2026 - 03/01/2027 
  

Shelby Ashton Payne, B.A. 
Chair 
MD/PhD Candidate 
Medical University of South Carolina 
832 Eagle View Dr 
Charleston, SC 29414 
United States 
Work Phone: 3045795179 
E-mail: paynesh@musc.edu 
Term: 04/30/2025 - 03/01/2027 
  

 


